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Oscar de la Renta died at age 82

cultural issues impact legislation

Brittany Maynard was a 29-year-old Californian who learned that her brain cancer would
ultimately kili her. She was told her condition would only worsen, so she decided that death
with dignity was the best option. Her family relocated to Oregon, one of just three states that
honored this decision, where she ended her life on November 1, 2014. Before her death, she
worked closely with Compassion & Choices, an end-of-life choice advocacy group, in hopes to
make choice an option for other terminally ill individuals

Due to school shootings like the one at Sandy Hook Elementary and more than 20 others in
the two years since, gun control became an issue that demanded attention. But the focus
turned toward mental health and the attention it deserved in regard to tragic shootings. It

was perplexing to some that only 27 states increased funding for mental health in 2014. There
were hopes that other states would pattern plans like Virginia, Minnesota and Wisconsin in their
efforts to provide proactive mental health services for clients of all ages
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Spiraling Sporis Confroversies NASCAR NBA and
NFL found themselves surrounded by controversy accompanied by inevitable
attention, opinions and the need for decisions to be made. LA Clipper’s former
owner, Donald Sterling found himself in the spotlight after being accused of
making racist remarks that upset many. NBA Commissioner Adam Silver decided
to ban Sterling from the NBA for life, fined him the maximum of $2.5 million and
forced him to sell the team. Three-time NASCAR Sprint Cup Series Champion Tony
Stewart was involved in an accident on a dirt track in New York in which his car
struck and killed 20-year-old driver Kevin Ward. Controversy continued following
an Ontario County grand jury's decision not to indict Stewart after finding no
evidence that he actually committed a crime. Domestic violence incidents unveiled
within the NFL pushed Commissioner Roger Goodell to enact tougher penalties
for such behavior through new policies that held players more accountable for
their actions, with little to no gray area.



White and gold or
black and blue — the
dress debate divided
the Internet
Lockheed worked on a
supersonic jet that would
travel across the US. in
2.5 hours and hold 80
passengers The
taxi alternative app made
the list of Apple’s most
popular
trending hairstyle was the
self-explanatory man bun
Harry Styles was among
the men who sported
one
Queen Elizabeth expanded
her technological horizons
and joined Twitter in
October
The price of gas dipped
below $2 in several
states, the lowest it
had been since 2009
Google
decided to take their
first-version technology
wearables off the market
Apple
attracted attention with
the announcement of the
iWatch and iPay, and they
broke the previous record
for pre-order sales with
the iPhone 6
Apple bought out
Beats by Dre and nearly
tripled his net worth
— more than he ever
made, even while on tour.
Technology
textiles became reality
— like these that were
worn to track heaith
and workout habits
Microsoft
bought Minecraft
developer Mojang for
$2.5 billion after the
game sold 16.5 million

copies The popular

slang word popped up in
Pharrell's hit song and had
people speculating what

it meant. "Before Anyone
Else” was one common
explanation As

the electric car company
aimed to increase brand
awareness, Tesla charging
stations began popping

up all over the US
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north korean hack on sony

Sony Pictures was hacked in late November and North Korea was immediately blamed because
of Sony’s plan to release the comedy, The Interview, featuring an assassination attempt on
supreme leader Kim Jong Un. North Korea denied the claim, but the FBI later confirmed that
they were indeed behind the hack. Sony decided not to release the film after North Korea
threatened violent attacks on the US. When Obama called the hack an act of cyber vandalism,
the film was shown on Christmas Day in 330 independent theaters and was available for

streaming online for just $5.99. The movie made $15 million in its first four days of release

Books,
Books & (W9,
More Books

24-year-old Zoe Sugg
started out posting beauty and fashion
videos on YouTube, and then wrote her

first novel Girl Online, which sold more
copies in its first week than any other
UK-released debut novel.

The year’s young adult fiction
tended to focus on relatable, real-life
situations; popular titles included /'l Give
You The Sun by Jandy Nelson, Belzhar
by Meg Wolitzer, Brown Girl Dreaming by
Jacqueline Woodson arid We Were Liars
by E. Lockhart.
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' Obama appointed a new director of

In an effort to improve
American health, CVS decided to stop
[ <ojing cigarettes in all stores.

For the first time in 52
years, two teenagers, Sriram Hathwar
and Ansun Sujoe, tied as the National

Spelling Bee champions.

When the
flu vaccine administered to many
Americans was supposedly only
23% effective, a record number of
individuals were hospitalized due to the
virus. A Disneyland measles outbreak
reignited the debate over whether
children must be vaccinated or not.

The Northeast broke
temperature and snowfall records
repeatedly as major storms pummeled
the region. By mid-February, Boston was
within inches of breaking the all-time
record for most snow in a season.
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The fashion industry

; .
qf‘ introduced a new style attitude that
= was chic, yet seemingly normal.

.

= The trend of
direct-to-consumer farming became an
increasingly popular option.

FE2Y 2

\

F g
e ] The worid's shortest and tallest living

‘ ‘ men — Chandra Bahadur, 21.5 inches,

), and Sultan Kosen, 8 feet 3 inches —

attended the celebration in London.

A new social media platform

2
allowed users to post anonymous
statuses, paving the way for cyber
bullying and causing some schools to
| - ban the app.
N

NASCAR changed up its
qualifying format for the first time in
57 years, upsetting many drivers. Penske
driver Joey Logano captured his first- z
ever Daytona 500 victory.

35-year-old Nik Wallenda
completed a high-rope walk above
the city of Chicago without wearing a
harness or having a safety net below.
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